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IN THE CLAIMS 

1 - 20. (Cancelled) 

21. (New) A method of enabling a user to obtain information from a text-based 
web site in audio form, comprising: 

A. in a first operation to prepare the text-based web site for delivery in 
audio form: 

(i) accessing content of a text-based web site to collect a 
vocabulary of textual information appearing therein; 

(ii) analyzing the collected vocabulary to determine a plurality of 
limited vocabulary domains into which the textual information of the web 
site can be grouped, the textual information of each limited vocabulary 
domain sharing a content-based closeness metric; 

(iii) comparing the limited vocabulary domains with existing 
recorded audio content to determine whether additional audio content is 
necessary to deliver the web site in audio form, and if so then obtaining 
such additional audio content; and 

(iv) storing formatting configuration information specifying how to 
deliver the text-based web site in audio format according to the limited 
vocabulary domains using the existing and additional audio content; and 

B. in a second operation performed upon a user's request for audio 
delivery of textual information from the text-based web site: 

(i) obtaining the requested textual information from the text-based 
web site and parsing the textual information into phrases; 

(ii) based on the stored formatting configuration information, 
mapping the parsed phrases to respective ones of the vocabulary 
domains and providing each parsed phrase to a corresponding limited 
vocabulary domain server capable of converting the parsed phrase to an 
audio component; 
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(iii) receiving audio components from the limited vocabulary domain 
servers, the audio component resulting from the conversion of the parsed 
phrases by the limited vocabulary domain servers; and 

(iv) generating audio to the user based on the audio components 
received from the limited vocabulary domain servers. 

22. (New) A method according to claim 21, wherein the content-based closeness 
metric shared by the textual information of each limited vocabulary domain 
includes sharing one or more selected words. 

23. (New) A method according to claim 21, further comprising: 

maintaining a cache of the audio components from the limited vocabulary 
domain servers; and 

prior to providing the parsed phrases to the limited vocabulary domain 
servers, checking whether audio components for the parsed phrases are present 
in the cache; 

and wherein (i) a given parsed phrase is provided to the corresponding 
limited vocabulary domain server only if the audio component for the given 
parsed phrase is not present in the cache, and (ii) the audio is generated to the 
user based on the audio components from the cache if present therein. 

24. (New) A method according to claim 21, wherein the text-based web site 
includes special audio components to be made available to users satisfying a 
predetermined criteria, and further comprising: 

determining whether the user satisfies the predetermined criteria; and 
if the user is determined to satisfy the predetermined criteria, then 

retrieving the special audio components and generating special audio to the user 

based on the retrieved audio components. 
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25. (New) A system for enabling a user to obtain information from a text-based 
web site in audio form, comprising: 

A. an analyzer and vocabulary domain definer operative perform a first 
operation to prepare the text-based web site for delivery in audio form, the first 
operation including: 

(i) accessing content of a text-based web site to collect a 
vocabulary of textual information appearing therein; 

(ii) analyzing the collected vocabulary to determine a plurality of 
limited vocabulary domains into which the textual information of the web 
site can be grouped, the textual information of each limited vocabulary 
domain sharing a content-based closeness metric; 

(iii) comparing the limited vocabulary domains with existing 
recorded audio content to determine whether additional audio content is 
necessary to deliver the web site in audio form, and if so then obtaining 
such additional audio content; and 

(iv) storing formatting configuration information specifying how to 
deliver the text-based web site in audio format according to the limited 
vocabulary domains using the existing and additional audio content; and 

B. text-to-speech converter apparatus operative to perform a second 
operation upon a user's request for audio delivery of textual information from the 
text-based web site, the second operation including: 

(i) obtaining the requested textual information from the text-based 
web site and parse the textual information into phrases; 

(ii) based on the stored formatting configuration information, 
mapping the parsed phrases to respective ones of the vocabulary 
domains and providing each parsed phrase to a corresponding limited 
vocabulary domain server capable of converting the parsed phrase to an 
audio component; 
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(iii) receiving audio components from the limited vocabulary domain 
servers, the audio component resulting from the conversion of the parsed 
phrases by the limited vocabulary domain servers; and 

(iv) generating audio to the user based on the audio components 
received from the limited vocabulary domain servers. 

26. (New) A system according to claim 25, wherein the content-based closeness 
metric shared by the textual information of each limited vocabulary domain 
includes sharing one or more selected words. 

27. (New) A system according to claim 25, wherein the second operation 
performed by the text-to-speech converter apparatus further includes: 

maintaining a cache of the audio components from' the limited vocabulary 
domain servers; and 

prior to providing the parsed phrases to the limited vocabulary domain 
servers, checking whether audio components for the parsed phrases are present 
in the cache; 

and wherein (i) a given parsed phrase is provided to the corresponding 
limited vocabulary domain server only if the audio component for the given 
parsed phrase is not present in the cache, and (ii) the audio is generated to the 
user based on the audio components from the cache if present therein. 

28. (New) A system according to claim 25, wherein the text-based web site 
includes special audio components to be made available to users satisfying a 
predetermined criteria, and wherein the second operation performed by the text- 
to-speech converter apparatus further includes: 

determining whether the user satisfies the predetermined criteria; and 
if the user is determined to satisfy the predetermined criteria, then 

retrieving the special audio components and generating special audio to the user 

based on the retrieved audio components. 



